
 

 

 

 
 
Press Release 

9 September 2019 
 

World Seafood Congress 2019 Officially Making Waves in Penang 
 
George Town, Penang: The World Seafood Congress (WSC) 2019 with the theme Seafood Supply Chains of 
the Future commenced this morning at Setia SPICE Convention Centre.  
 
WSC 2019 sessions revolve around twelve programme themes which define the framework of Seafood Supply 
Chains of the Future. The conference unites a distinctive and world-class blend of scientists, researchers and 
leaders both from the scholarly community and industry to trade their information, experiences and research 
advancements on fish inspection, quality management and technological developments in the seafood sector. It 
will also address existing and evolving conditions that are critical for the sustainability of fisheries, aquaculture 
and ocean ecosystems, and demonstrate new innovation and solutions to these challenges. 
 
Held for the first time in Asia, WSC 2019 is attended by a total of 350 delegates with 11 keynote speakers and 40 
exhibitors from the international seafood industry and research fraternity. Owned by the International Association 
of Fish Inspectors (IAFI), WSC 2019 is co-organised by Penang Institute and The Centre for Marine & Coastal 
Studies (CEMACS), Universiti Sains Malaysia.  
 
Officiating the welcoming ceremony were The Right Honourable Chow Kon Yeow, the Chief Minister of Penang 
and The Honourable Sim Tze Tzin, Deputy Minister of Agriculture and Agro-based Industry, Malaysia. 
 
“In line with its Penang2030 vision, the State Government of Penang is aiming to modernise and diversify 
agricultural production to position Penang as a high-tech Green Valley and aquaculture industrial zone. We need 
to build a more sustainable relationship with our oceans, as they are vital for food security, economic growth, and 
sustainable livelihoods,” said The Right Honourable Chow Kon Yeow, Chief Minister of Penang during his 
opening speech. 
 
Dato’ Dr. Ooi Kee Beng, as the local host elaborated on how Penang acts as a gateway into Southeast Asia and 
thanked the World Seafood Congress for choosing the state for the congress to be held for the first time in Asia. 
“Penang, however, still retains the reputation of having a good balance between Land and Sea, between the 
Urban and the Rural, between the Modern and the Traditional and between the East and the West,” he said. 
 
Among the few keynote speakers that will be presenting at WSC 2019 include YBhg. Dato’ Haji Munir bin Haji 
Mohd Nawi (Director General of Fisheries Malaysia), Ms. Xiangjun Yao (Regional Programme Leader of FAO 
Regional Office for Asia and Pacific), Dr. Gareth Johnstone (Director General of WorldFish), Dr. Meryl J. 
Williams (Asian Fisheries Society (AFS)) and Dr. Arif Satria (Rector of IPB University – Institut Pertanian Bogor).  
 
The congress is supported by the Penang State Government and Penang Convention & Exhibition Bureau 
(PCEB). 
 
Images from World Seafood Congress 2019 Day 1 can be downloaded here: https://bit.ly/2m9LKJV  
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Manager, Marketing Communications 
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NOTE TO EDITORS 

About Penang Convention & Exhibition Bureau (PCEB) 

Penang Convention & Exhibition Bureau (PCEB) is a state bureau established to develop the Business 
Events and meetings, incentives, conventions and exhibitions (MICE) industry in Penang. PCEB aims 
to position Penang as the preferred location for Business Events activities in the region. With its rich 
UNESCO heritage, thriving multicultural society, state-of-the-art facilities and vibrant natural attractions, 
Penang offers a truly eclectic tropical experience.  
 
In line with its mission to incubate the growth of Business Events in Penang, PCEB serves as Penang's 
focal point for the coordination of all Business Events activities, providing expert assistance to 
organisations and Business Events planners at every step of the planning. PCEB's team of industry 
experts work hand-in-hand with professional service providers and world-class hotels, convention 
centres and unique venues to ensure the smoothness and success of each event organized. PCEB's 
goal is to enhance our Business Events clients' experience and at the same time to expand the 
beneficial economic impact of local MICE businesses. 
 
For more information, please visit www.pceb.my and follow us on: 
 
Facebook: @PCEB.my 
Twitter @PCEB_MY 
Instagram @penang.unfiltered 
 
 
About Penang Institute 

Penang Institute is one of Malaysia’s major think tank. Funded by the Penang state government, it was 
established in 1997 (as SERI, the Socio-economic and Environmental Research Institute), and 
underwent a name change in 2011 as part of a rebranding exercise to reflect the heightened ambitions 
of the state to secure Penang’s reputation as an intellectual hub and as the culture capital of the country, 
and to enhance Penang’s reputation in ASEAN and beyond. 

With the tagline “Making Ideas Work”, Penang Institute encourages bold and innovative thinking not 
only in academic disciplines but also through the support it gives to literature and culture by way of 
events such as book launches, public literature seminars; through participation in the annual George 
Town Literary Festival; through its public policy brief, ISSUES; and through its renown 
magazine Penang Monthly and the Penang Monthly Book Prize. 

 


