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Penang Wins Bid To Be The First Asian Destination To Host 
World Seafood Congress 

 
George Town, Penang: The Penang Convention & Exhibition Bureau (PCEB) is proud to 
announce that Penang has been selected as the first Asian destination to host the World 
Seafood Congress that will be held in September 2019.  

The decision was announced by Carey Bonnell, the president of the International 
Association of Fish Inspectors (IAFI) during the World Seafood Congress 2017 (WSC) in 
Reykjavik, Iceland on 10th to 13th September 2017.  

The bid from Penang was presented by a delegation led by PCEB and joined by Dato’ Haji 
Abdul Malik Kassim, Penang State Exco for Religious Affairs, Domestic Trade & Consumer 
Affairs; Dr Afif Bahardin, Penang State Executive Councillor for Agriculture and Agro-
based Industries, Rural Development and Health; Soon Lip Chee, State Assemblyman for 
Jawi; and Dato’ Dr Ooi Kee Beng, Executive Director of Penang Institute. 

The World Seafood Congress was initiated by the Food and Agriculture Organization of 
the United Nations (FAO) and United Nations Industrial Development Organization 
(UNIDO) and is owned by the International Association of Fish Inspectors (IAFI). Each 
conference is organised by a selected institute in the host country and first hosted in Halifax 
in 1969, it is considered a platform for the exchange of information, ideas, and 
methodologies for the seafood sector, as well as on inspection, quality management, and 
seafood processing technology.  

“It is of great honour to us that the first World Seafood Congress in Asia will be held here. 
We get to create a legacy for the larger fishery and aquaculture industry in Asia. 
Congresses like this are as important to the host destinations as well the delegates. We 
get to discover and learn from the experts regarding the sector and what we can do to 
improve it. In 2016, Penang’s fishery sector recorded a revenue of RM1.3 billion or USD 
300 million and we believe this congress will make an impact on the numbers and bring 
more awareness and innovation to our fishery industry and to expose the world standards 
and practices to our local policymakers,” said Lim Guan Eng, the Chief Minister of Penang 
at the press conference today. 

“The wealth of knowledge and expertise that the congress will bring to Penang will not only 
benefit and enrich that local fishery industry but also that of the greater Asian region. We 
hope that the World Seafood Congress coming to Penang will help to pave the way for 
other Asian hosts in the future,” said Ashwin Gunasekeran, CEO of PCEB.  

“Team Penang has put its best foot forward at the World Seafood Congress 2017 in 
Reykjavik last week, and we convinced the International Association of Fish Inspectors 
(IAFI) that Penang is clearly the best host for the WSC2019,” said Dato’ Dr. Ooi Kee Beng, 
the Executive Director of Penang Institute.  
 
  



	

“The team was very well prepared in presenting Penang’s case, and in showing all the 
advantages it has to offer the Congress. As the first Asian host for this premium congress 
series, and given how important nourishment from the sea is to less developed countries, 
Penang can now represent the region in this very important industry and has a good 
opportunity to partake more directly of the productive ecosystem surrounding it. As the 
local host, Penang Institute will draw on its national and regional connections to prepare 
for a congress worthy of Asia’s new position in the global economy,” he added. 
 
The WSC 2019 will take place at the Setia SPICE Convention Centre in September 2019. 
Penang Institute is the local organising host for WSC 2019. The congress is supported by 
the Penang State Government, PCEB and Malaysia Convention & Exhibition Bureau 
(MyCEB). 
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NOTE TO EDITORS 
 
About Penang Convention & Exhibition Bureau (PCEB) 
Penang Convention & Exhibition Bureau (PCEB) is a state bureau established in 2016 to 
develop the meetings, incentives, conventions and exhibitions (MICE) industry in Penang. 
PCEB aims to position Penang as the preferred location for MICE activities in the region. 
With its rich UNESCO heritage, thriving multicultural society, state-of-the-art facilities and 
vibrant natural attractions, Penang offers a truly eclectic tropical experience. 
 
In line with its mission to incubate the growth of MICE in Penang, PCEB serves as 
Penang's focal point for the coordination of all MICE activities, providing expert assistance 
to organisations and MICE planners at every step of the planning. PCEB's team of industry 
experts work hand-in-hand with professional service providers and world-class hotels, 
convention centres and unique venues to ensure the smoothness and success of each 
event organized. 
 
PCEB's goal is to enhance our MICE clients' experience and at the same time to expand 
the beneficial economic impact of local MICE businesses. 
 
About Penang Institute 

Penang Institute is one of Malaysia’s major think tank. Funded by the Penang state 
government, it was established in 1997 (as SERI, the Socio-economic and Environmental 
Research Institute), and underwent a name change in 2011 as part of a rebranding 
exercise to reflect the heightened ambitions of the state to secure Penang’s reputation as 
an intellectual hub and as the culture capital of the country, and to enhance Penang’s 
reputation in ASEAN and beyond. 

With the tagline “Making Ideas Work”, Penang Institute encourages bold and innovative 
thinking not only in academic disciplines but also through the support it gives to literature 
and culture by way of events such as book launches, public literature seminars; through 
participation in the annual George Town Literary Festival; through its public policy 
brief, ISSUES; and through its renown magazine Penang Monthly and the Penang 
Monthly Book Prize. 


