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Malaysia Words Lee Xin Hui

 WHY GO?
Whether it is top-quality corporate hotels, 
unique venues set in UNESCO heritage sites 
or adrenaline-pumping team-building activities 
planners are looking for, Kuala Lumpur and 
Penang offer endless options. 
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From top: Kuala Lumpur  
city skyline at dusk;  
Newly-opened Design Village 
in Penang.
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Shoppers’ Haven
Peninsular Malaysia’s first premium outlet 
mall Design Village Penang opened doors 
on November, giving visitors a chance to 
shop till they drop with 150 stores offering 
upscale fashion labels, high street brands and 
F&B outlets in a tropical garden setting. The 
37,000sqm single-storey semi-open air mall is 
also part of  a mixed-use development that will 
include a hotel, serviced apartments and high-
end condominiums. 

Hotels
Seri Pacific Kuala Lumpur is a choice hotel for 
planners and delegates – with good reason. The 
five-star property is conveniently connected 
to the Putra World Trade Centre, and easily 
accessible via Putra Komuter station and the 
LRT service. Trade visitors and exhibitors can 
take advantage of  the well-equipped business 
centre for their connectivity needs, and relax 
after a long day at any of  its 560 rooms, made 
up of  superior, deluxe, club and suite rooms. 
The hotel also caters to events of  all sizes with 
its 14 function rooms and Pacific Ballroom that 
holds up to 600 persons. 

A top-notch event deserves a world-class 
venue, and that is where The St. Regis Kuala 
Lumpur comes in. With over 10,000sqm of  
meeting and event space, the luxurious hotel 
is home to multiple stunning venues, of  which 

Clockwise from right:  
Seri Pacific Kuala Lumpur’s 
Club room; A Mark Evans 
mural taking a prominent 
position at St. Regis Kuala 
Lumpur lobby; St. Regis KL’s 
meeting room.
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the most outstanding is the Grand 
Ballroom, which is said to be the 
only ballroom in Asia with seamless 
projection technology – a digital canvas 
that forms an LED curtain around 
the ballroom. For intimate product 
launches or presentations, planners can 
opt for the elegant Screening Room,  
or any one of  the well-appointed 
breakout areas.  

Perched 76 metres above sea level, 
Hotel Equatorial Penang offers 
stunning views of  the ocean and 
tropical hillside, with the UNESCO 
Heritage Site Georgetown just 20 
minutes away. Here, size is not an 
issue as the 662-room hotel offers two 
pillar-less ballrooms, which seat up to 

CONVENTION 
CENTRES
 Putrajaya International 

Convention Centre (PICC): 
Exhibition space: 135,000 
sqm; Meeting rooms,  
3 viewing decks and 14 suites; 
+603-8887-6000;  
www.picc.com.my

 Putra World Trade Centre: 
Exhibition space: 25,615 sqm; 
Meeting rooms: 17; +603-
2614-6999; www.pwtc.com.my

 Subterranean Penang 
International Convention and 
Centre (sPICE): Exhibition 
space: 4,500 sqm; Meeting 
rooms: 15; +604-643-2525

Putrajaya International Convention Centre.

1,600 and 1,450 persons respectively, 
and 21 function rooms. Staying guests 
can also sample Penang’s delicious 
eclectic cuisine such as classic French 
at The View and authentic Japanese at 
Kampachi while they are here. 

Nestled in the heart of  Petaling 
Jaya’s business district adjoined to 1 
Utama Shopping Centre, One World 
Hotel is a convenient and quality 
choice for business travellers with 
438 newly furbished contemporary 
rooms. The property also boasts 
world-class MICE facilities such as a 
pillar-less Imperial Ballroom that can 
accommodate up to 2,000 persons 
and 15 function rooms. The hotel 
has also recently upgraded its audio/

Top and left: Hotel 
Equatorial Penang’s 
façade and deluxe room.

visual systems with state-of-the-art 
additions including a retractable giant 
LED display screen for conferencing 
and high-definition DLP projectors in 
the ballroom. 

Imperial ballroom at One World Hotel.
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RAFT UP
+ These rafting 
day-trips take up to 
80 delegates to the 
famous Selangor 
River, Ulu Slim River 
or Gopeng River, 
depending on the 
season, located 
between an hour to 
two hour 30 minutes’ 
drive from Kuala 
Lumpur City.

One of  the best ways to take in the balmy 
tropical weather of  Malaysia is a day at the 
award-winning Tropical Spice Garden set 
amidst lush jungles overlooking the Straits 
of  Malacca. While they are here, delegates 
can also get a sense of  Penang’s rich culinary 
history with a half- or full-day cooking-
themed team-building session for 10-80 pax. 
The activity starts with a spice hunt around 
the garden premise, before concluding with a 
cook-off based on local dishes such as Chicken 
Rendang. 

Get ready for a pulsating good time 
with a water rafting adventure by Xventure 
Mind. These rafting day-trips take up to 80 
delegates to the famous Selangor River, Ulu 
Slim River or Gopeng River, depending on the 
season, located between an hour to two hour 
30 minutes’ drive from Kuala Lumpur City. 
After a safety briefing, participants can start 
experiencing the exhilarating rapids with the 

guidance of  two instructors (per boat) as they 
cascade down slopes, before taking a break at 
a waterfall. Later, they will be introduced to 
body surfing, which essentially builds water 
confidence by getting each of  them to float 
a short distance in the rapid with only their 
life jackets. The activity is suitable for non-
swimmers and whitewater veterans alike.

The Studio at KL aims to show delegates 
that art can be a really creative and meaningful 
form of  team building, whether it takes the 
form of  a casual art jam where employees 
paint freely and mingle as they desire, or a 
structured setting where participants are guided 
to complete a collage, create individual pieces 
to form, literally, a big picture that reflects a 
corporate message, or work out how to paint a 
particular art genre. Best part: After the event, 
these art works can be taken back and hung in 
the office for everyone to admire. 

IDEAS FOR TEAM BUILDING Team building activities  
at the Tropical Spice Garden 
in Malacca.
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+ AIRPORT TRANSIT
• Kuala Lumpur 
International 
Airport (KLIA), 
45min from capital 
city, Kuala Lumpur. 
Transfer cost is 
approximately RM75 
(US$16.90). 
• Penang 
International 
Airport, 45min from 
George Town by 
taxi. Transfer cost is 
approximately RM38 
(US$8.55). 
+ TAXES
Goods and services 
tax (GST): 6%; 
Service charge: 10%; 
Total tax on hotel 
rooms: 16% 
+ CONTACT
Malaysia Convention 
and Exhibition 
Bureau;  
+603-2034-2090;  
www.myceb.com.my

Glasshouses are all the rage when it comes to 
event venues these days with their minimalist 
aesthetics and blank canvas spaces. At 
Glasshouse Seputeh, you get a floor-to-ceiling 
air-conditioned space that offers panoramic 
views of  the hilltop surroundings of  Seputeh, 
in the heart of  Kuala Lumpur. The venue can 
flexibly be broken down into three areas: The 
Lawn, a charming 150-seating garden that 
takes centrestage with hardwood panel lighted 
walkway and live rooted trees; The Parlour, 
with raw brick walls and flexible glass panel 
doors and seats up to 100 persons; and The 

Grand Court, a spacious 200-seater layout that 
includes an additional activity state or area.  

They say laughter is the best medicine; 
why not hold your event at Kuala Lumpur’s 
premier live music and comedy hotspot Live 
House? The space accommodates up to 500 
people divided over two floors, with ample 
entertainment opportunities – live bands and 
comedy gigs are available for event hire – on 
two purpose-built stages, two DJ booths, a  
full back line band setup and a fully  
functioning kitchen that serves up Tex-Mex-
inspired dishes. 

Unique venues
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Clockwise from top left:  
The Lawn at Glasshouse 
Seputeh; Live House’s 
ground floor; Live House for 
some comedic relief. 

Kuala Lumpur International 
Airport (KLIA)
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Built in 1929 by prominent 
philanthropist Khoo Sian 
Ewe, the Majestic Theatre in 
Penang was originally a live 
performance theatre before 
it was abandoned since 1980. 
Today, the heritage building 
has been restored to its former 
glory, albeit with a new purpose 
– as an entertainment,  
F&B and events hub designed 
by Singapore firm Ministry of 
Design. Planners can choose 
from two available spaces: the 
ground level of the cinema, 
which seats 400 banquet-style 
or 450 theatre-style; and  
The Circle on the second floor, 
which is better suited for a  
pre-dinner cocktail for up to  
150 persons. 

Located in a restored heritage shop 
house in the historic Georgetown, 
the rustic Black Kettle café restaurant 
beckons with the aroma of freshly 
brewed coffee and baked treats made 
by a German pastry chef. The event 
space on level two can accommodate 
up to 300 standing (or 250 seating) 
pax. and is suitable for product 
launches, music gigs and other mid-
scale functions. 

All photos: Penang’s Majestic 
Theatre now offers ample meeting 
spaces.


