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MAlAySiA

World Tourism Conference to be 
held for fourth time in Malaysia 
THIS year’s World Tourism Conference 
will be held in George Town, Penang 
from October 17-19, the fourth time the 
international event has been hosted by 
Malaysia.

Earlier conferences were in Kuala 
Lumpur, Kota Kinabalu and Melaka.

This event is a forum which embraces 
world leaders in tourism, policy makers, 
specialists and experts from the public 
and private sector as well as academics 
and media.

“WTC 2016 promises to be an exciting 
and engaging tourism forum to learn of 
success stories, current issues, solutions 
and best practice case studies,” said YB 
Dato’ Seri Mohamed Nazri Abdul Aziz, 
Malaysia’s minister for Tourism and 
Culture.

George Town would, he said, “provide 
the perfect backdrop for participants to 

Pinang Peranakan Mansion, Penang

learn from and network with each other 
in a vibrant and culturally as well as his-
torically rich atmosphere”.

This year’s conference is the first in a 
series with a ‘tourists first’ mantra, built 
on a theme of ‘Tourism delights: Deliver-
ing the unexpected’.

“The theme and topics are specially 
designed to provide insights that are 
practical and to share experiences on 
how to capture the hearts and minds of 

tourists in this challenging and competi-
tive landscape,” the minister noted.

Hang on, what’s gamelan doing in Malaysia?
CONFERENCE delegates gather be-
fore dinner, drinks in hand.  

Everyone is talking – of course – 
but throughout the voices comes an 
equally distinctive Malay sound: The 
soft harmony of a gamelan orchestra.

Gamelan is used to great effect in 
the dusk of an airport concourse wel-
come, during dinner, as an afternoon 
tea backdrop or as a sort of benign 
nightcap as delegates wind down for 
the day and is a component of the 
Malay C&I mix that should not be 
overlooked by PCOs, incentive houses 
and association meeting organisers.

But wait, isn’t gamelan Indonesian?

Certainly, gamelan has a rich herit-
age in Indonesia, associated especially 
with Java, Bali and the Sunda islands.

Malay gamelan pays tribute to its 
Javanese origins but in the 150 years 
or more since it crossed into what is 
today Malaysia it has developed an 
identity of its own, differing in several 
respects from its Indonesian counter-
parts, which themselves show regional 

differences.

Until the late 1960s Malay gamelan 
was little known outside royal courts.  
Then the government and cultural agen-
cies triggered a renaissance of Malay-
sian culture as a key to building national 
pride.

Now the small orchestras share their 

art with visitors, sometimes comple-
mented by dancers.

The percussion line-up includes a set 
of small kettle gongs and a larger equiv-
alent, a wooden xylophone, two sizes of 
metallophones, a pair of hanging gongs 
and a barrel drum – all with specific 
Malay names, of course.

Malay gamelan, photo Ministry of Tourism and Culture


