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A
ny Penangite will give you a 
million reasons why Penang 
is the best destination for 
MICE in the region. Ashwin 

Gunasekeran, born and bred Penangite, 
who also happens to be the CEO of the 
Penand Convention & Exhibition Bureau 
is no different! 

“What can I say, we are a melting 
pot of cultures here in Penang, but 
that’s not all,” explains Ashwin. “Penang 
is a truly unique destination, one where 
guests can experience its rich diversity 
through our radiant culture, prized 
heritage, inspiring architecture, excellent 
cuisine and much more,” he adds. 

SAY	HELLO	TO	PCEB
The Penang Convention & Exhibition 
Bureau (PCEB) was established by the 

PENANG:	
THE	‘REAL’	
DEAL
Presenting a raw and ‘real’ 
experience of everything that 
makes Penang so special, 
the Penang Convention & 
Exhibition Bureau (PCEB) 
has plans to put the Pearl of 
The Orient on the map as a 
preferred MICE destination.

sessions. “We spoke to the people 
that would know best, the industry 
players and together, we concluded 
that Penang has real experiences, 
and because we have this wealth of 
experiences, we can curate the best for 
delegates visiting Penang. Visitors will 
be able to witness and experience how 
Penangites live their daily lives, as well 
as their food and tradition. Now, that’s 
something different.” 

“We also realised that besides the 
diverse unique venues and attractions 
that Penang has to offer, we have 
some of the best and authentic Asian 
experiences all under one roof. Not only 
that, we also have some truly unique 
venues and event spaces that comprise 
of UNESCO listed heritage sites and 
buildings, colonial bungalows and hotels, 
a large Botanical Garden, marinas and 
piers, and many more.”

“It was the obvious choice, we  
would just present Penang as it is and 
at its best – experiences unfiltered!” he 
says proudly. 

Ashwin explains that his team of 
ten very enthusiastic and capable 
individuals are all set to take Penang 
straight to the top. “In fact, we 
encourage industry partners to join our 
“Industry Partner Programme” that will 
make it easier for the team to reach 
out to relevant industry partners when 
necessary,” he explains. “I believe that 
together, we can put the ‘shine’ back 
into Penang.” Prior to his new role, 
Ashwin was the assistant vice president 
of group sales and marketing with 
Themed Attractions, Resorts & Hotels 
as well as the marketing manager at 
Penang Tourism Action Council for 
seven years, from 2003.

There is no doubt that with PCEB 
at the helm, the industry can look 
forward to Penang redefining the MICE 
experience, putting its own stamp 
on creating irreplaceable meeting 
experiences in “The Melting Pot of Asia.”

For more information on PCEB 
please visit www.pceb.my

Penang State Government in January 
2016 to develop and grow the MICE 
industry. “At this stage, PCEB is focused 
on positioning Penang as the preferred 
destination for MICE activities in the 
South East Asia region. We are actively 
communicating Penang’s potential and 
capabilities as a top MICE destination 
while expanding PCEB’s brand presence.
Our Chief Minister, Mr Lim Guan Eng is 
the Chairperson of PCEB and he works 
very closely with the team every step 
of the way. In fact, PCEB was formed as 
part of his vision to see the state flourish 
as a MICE destination,” Ashwin says. 

Penang is no stranger to MICE, 
however over a decade and a half, there 
has been substantial growth and a 
bureau was necessary to be a ‘one stop’ 
centre to gather data to coordinate 

business events seamlessly in the 
state. “The steady growth was further 
spurred by the development of premier 
infrastructure and quality facilities that 
are able to support MICE activities of 
larger scales.”

Ashwin shares that new hotels, 
increased room nights and even plans  
to offer bigger exhibition spaces are 
all in the pipeline. “Therefore, moving 
forward, the state government knew 
that it was crucial for Penang to have  
a bureau to drive business events in the 
state,” he says. 

EXPERIENCES	UNFILTERED	
To find out what Penang was really made 
of to attract a MICE crowd and to set the 
island apart from other destinations, the 
new PCEB team had many brainstorming 

       The varied, esoteric and eclectic 
experiences that can be enjoyed in Penang 
is what sets us apart from other MICE 
destinations. These are true experiences 
that Penang has to offer; experiences so 
raw and authentic you do not need to put a 
filter on it. Just like on social media when 
they say “hashtag no filter” (#nofilter). 
Chief	Minister	of	Penang,	CM	Lim	Guan	Eng

THE	PENANG	FACTOR
• Rich Heritage & UNESCO World 

Heritage Listing
• Diverse Cultures & Traditions
• Vibrant Arts & Festival Scene
• Rising Eco-Tourism Opportunities
• Eclectic Mix of Colonial, Heritage 

and Urban Venues 

SOME	OF	THE	
EXPERIENCES	
UNFILTERED	PENANG	
HAS	TO	OFFER:
• Authentic Asian Experiences
• Unique Heritage Experiences
• Diverse Leisure Experiences
• Modern Cosmopolitan Experiences
• Vibrant Gastronomic Experiences

“ 

“
By Aleyann	Matthews


